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It’s time for something new—such was the mandate from Arthur
McLaughlin’s clients.  The couple had lived in a beautiful tradi-
tional home for years and was now craving a fresh change of pace. 

Most people would have a hard time letting go of furnishings
and accessories from the past, but this couple, “was ready for a
reset,” recalls McLaughlin. “The only pieces they wanted to carry
through were a few treasured paintings.” This kind of freedom en-
abled McLaughlin and his team to create a serenely modern
space. “It was very important to our clients that the space be fresh
and crisp while simultaneously being comfortable and inviting. 

To that end, McLaughlin took his color cues from the exquisite
views outside of the Nob Hill condominium. “The landscape is
wonderful and ever changing throughout the day,” says McLaugh-
lin” We picked up on the subtle sage and golden tans of the hills
and a misty violet that appears at sunrise and sunset.” 

The original floor plan of the condominium was choppy, so
McLaughlin open it by removing key walls, coating the new walls,
moldings, and ceilings in a cloud-like white, and running a wide-
plank hardwood floor with a light stain throughout. “The resulting
great room is a deliciously sun-filled expanse,” notes McLaughlin. 

“We created two seating areas and a dining area, all of which
take full advantage of the view of the Bay, Angel Island, Alcatraz,
and the Marin Headlands.” To capitalize on the view, McLaughlin
cleverly opted for swivel chairs. “They are marvelous for relaxing
with a good book, having a conversation, or simply gazing out at
the ships on the Bay,” he said.
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McLaughlin’s masterful utilization of symmetry is on full
display here. He clearly understands the power of pairs—whether
it’s in the form of massive mirrors in the dining room, double
low-slung sofas in the living room, or massive conical lamps in
the sitting area. Cohesion also comes from a trio of custom silk
rugs that add a soothing rich texture to the space.

The soft color palette continues in the sleek galley kitchen.
Lower cabinets are painted a delicate dove grey while the uppers
echo the glossy white of the countertops. The master bedroom
boasts a spa-like quality with a pale oatmeal-linen upholstered
bed topped with light violet custom bedcoverings. “It’s a soothing
space,” relates the designer. A pair of contemporary paintings
flanks the headboard. 

When asked how his clients feel about the space, McLaughlin
says, “They tell me that it suits them so well and that they feel
like they have found their artwork again. They and their beloved
paintings have been given a new life in this setting.” ◆


